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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification sliall conclude witli one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 1-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

It is unclear in claim 1 line 9 regarding what specifically is meant by "data 
referred to calls". For purposes of this action it is assumed that Applicant means "data 
relating to calls". 

It Is unclear in claim 1 line 21 regarding what specifically is meant by "dividing the 
calls according to numbering plans corresponding to said second configuration data 
according to said first configuration data pertaining to said sites". For purposes of this 
action it is assumed that Applicant means dividing the calls according to numbering 
plans corresponding to said second configuration data "or" according to said first 
configuration data pertaining to said sites. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claim 18 is objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c) as being in improper form because 

a multiple dependent claim can not be dependent upon another multiple dependent 
claim (claim 18 is dependent on claim 3 that is a multiple dependent). See MPEP 
§ 608.01 (n). Accordingly, the claim 18 has not been further treated on the merits. 



Application/Control Number: 10/526,567 
Art Unit: 3687 



Pages 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claim 1-3 and 15-17, as best understood, are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Pirot (WO 00/22792). 

Pirot discloses the claimed system for billing communication costs referred to a 
corporate telecommunications network located in a plurality of sites (SI, S2, S3, 
S4) (see abstract), said corporate network comprising: 

an interface function (A) with at least one external telecommunications network 
(PSTN) (page 1 1 line 21+, dial-up session inherently carried out via a PSTN), 

a data communication network (WAN) capable of supporting voice calls in IP- 
based mode (page 1 1 , lines 21 +, VoOP— voice over Internet), and 

a database (B) (for example 208 in figure 5) for collecting data (0, D, E) referred 
to calls via said interface function (A) and calls on said data communication network 
(WAN), 

the system being characterized by the fact that it comprises: 
at least one user interface (GUI) (such as the GUI's for the service management 
52 and 204 via 210)for selectively producing first configuration data (J) pertaining to 
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said sites (SI, S2, S3, S4) (for example: 130 in figure 3, page 14 lines 6+, page 13 line 
20+, page 26 14+), 

second configuration data (K) pertaining to numbering plans for placing said calls 
(examples include: page 13, line 19, 110 in figure 3, and page 24 line 3), 

and third configuration data (L) pertaining to billing plans for said calls (for 
example pate 26 line 10); 

said first, second and third configuration data pertaining both to voice calls and to 
data calls (abstract), 

a classification module (M) for dividing the calls according to numbering plans 
corresponding to said second configuration data (K) according to said first configuration 
data (J) pertaining to said sites (SI, .S2, S3, S4) (service management system collects 
call data records and call session tickets are stored in files 214, for example see figure 
3, figure 5 and page 29), 

a value module (N) for calculating the costs of said calls with reference to .the 
billing plans corresponding to said third configuration data (L), (J) pertaining to said sites 
(SI, .S2, S3, S4) and to said second configuration data pertaining to said numbering 
plans (customer care and billing 54, page 18), and 

a report generating module for generating reports pertaining to costs of 
communications placed over said corporate communications network determined by 
said value module (N), said reports transparently referring both to voice calls and to 
data calls (billing is based on corresponding policies, page 18, line 12+) . 
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(Regarding claim 2) a respective database (H) for storing said first (J), second 
(K) and tliird (L) configuration data (such as database 214). 

(Regarding claim 3) where said classification module (M) classifies said calls 
according to at least one parameter chosen in the group comprising: source site (SI, S2, 
S3, S4) of the call, called number, internal or external number of the call respect to said 
corporate telecommunications network (such as the generation of accounting requests 
based on called number, page 24 line 2+). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 4, 5, 13, and 14, as best understood, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Pirot (WO 00/22792) in view of Kang (WO 
01/97546) and Examiner's Official Notice. 

Pirot discloses the claimed system but is silent regarding where the calls are 
classified based on being in-site (internal) or between site (external) calls. 

Kang teaches that it is old and well known in the art of phone systems to classify 
and bill calls based on internal and external communications and to have varying rates 
to cover the costs of communications. 
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Examiner takes Official Notice that it is old and well known in the art of 
communications to charge different rates for calls based on where the calls are placed, 
such as local calls, in-state calls, international calls and wireless phone calls, to charge 
based on the services provided. 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill to modify the 
system of Pirot with the internal and external communication and billing rates taught by 
Kang and the varying of rates based on where calls are placed as taught by Examiner's 
Official Notice in order to cover for the costs of communications and to charge based on 
the services provided. 

8. Claims 6-13, as best understood, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Pirot (WO 00/22792) in view of Honda et al. (US Patent 
6,615,260) and Examiner's Official Notice; regarding claim 13 dependent on claim 
12, being unpatentable over Pirot (WO 00/22792), Kang (WO 01/97546) and 
Examiner's Official Notice, as modified above and further in view of Honda et al 
and Examiner's Official Notice). 

Pirot, or the combination of Pirot, Kang and Examiers Official Notice of above, 
discloses the claimed system but is silent regarding where the calls are billed based on 
the number of bytes transmitted, a rate per unit of time, fixed monthly subscriber fee, or 
a no rate value for a specific time window, double rate window and a rate value for a 
certain time window. 

Honda teaches that it is old and well known in the art of data transmission 
systems to bill based on bytes transmission, on a rate per unit of time, and/or a fixed 



Application/Control Number: 10/526,567 Page 7 

Art Unit: 3687 

monthly subscriber fee to cover the costs of the communications (see background of the 
invention). 

Examiner tal<es Official Notice that it is old and well known in the art of 
communications to provide varying rates including free calls (such as evenings), lower 
rates for off-peak times and double or higher rates for high peak time to cover the cost 
of communications and to encourage calls to be made In lower peak times so less 
communication access is needed during peak call times to cover for the costs of 
communications. 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill to modify the 
system of Pirot with the charging based on bytes transmitted, rate per unit of time, 
and/or a fixed monthly subscriber fee as taught by Honda et al. and to have rates for 
different time periods such as double rate for high peak, single rate for non-peak time 
and free rate for low usage times in order to cover for the costs of communications. 

Regarding not charging for inbound calls. Examiner takes Official Notice that it is 
old and well known in the art of communication billing to not charge users for inbound 
calls. 

Conclusion 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Elaine Gort whose telephone number is 571/272-6781 . 
The examiner can normally be reached on Wednesday and Friday. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Matthew Gart can be reached on 571/272-3955. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Elaine Gort/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3687 

March 27, 2009 



